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ward heaven, said in earnest tones, ' The very
birds in the air bring happy omens of our vic-
tory.' Quick as a flash Major Lacey spoiled all
this oratorical effect by rising and crying out,
'Beware of them, General! They are English
sparrows.'

"Here the General's time expired and the
crowd dispersed laughing and shouting. Until
the end of the campaign everyone talked of the
pestiferous English sparrows nestling in the
bosom of the eloquent general. General "Weaver
in accounting for his defeat always gave con-
siderable weight to this incident.''

Weaver's reference to Lacey as the "dapper
little corporation attorney" suggests the con-
trast between the two men. Lacey was a suc-
cessful lawyer who had been drawn into poli-
tics. He had no sympathy with any of "Weaver's
ideas. He waged the campaign along the tra-
ditional lines so often and so successfully used
by the advocates of protection. He was a '' Be-
publican of the uncompromising conservative
order", who lost his seat in 1906 through the
rise of the "Progressive movement" with
which he had no patience.232 Lacey and Weaver
represented most excellently the older and
newer types of politics :.one was unconscious of
the newer forms of social politics; while the
other, equally unconscious, was pioneering the
way in that direction. The contest in the sixth